Ploucquet spoke much too confidently of the advantage to be derived from the employment of this test, he was far from supposing his three facts sufficient to establish a true standard of comparison, but urged upon those of his contemporaries who enjoyed favourable opportunities for making such observations, the necessity of confirming or invalidating his conclusions by a more extended induction. Accordingly, it was not long before this appeal was responded to by the publication both of single facts and of small groups of observations; which, whilst they confirmed the general position that the weight of the lungs compared with that of the body differs before and after respiration, proved that that difference had been greatly over-estimated by the original proposer of the test.
The small groups of facts published by Jager, Morike, and Haartmann, towards the end of the 18th century, were followed early in the 19th by the larger collection of Schmitt, and this again by Lecieux's tables containing not fewer than 400 observations.
The very considerable number of facts thus brought together by Lecieux, would proportion of his facts are found utterly useless for all purposes of strict comparison. Devergie, after eliminating all those observations which appeared to him objectionable, has succeeded in preserving about 200 facts, from which he has constructed the tables contained in his work. If all these facts were employed in establishing a single proposition, they might justly be regarded as sufficient for the purpose; but when it is recollected that they are used to determine the proportion between the weight of the lungs Dr Guy on the Static Lung Tests. 47 and that of the body before and after respiration, at 6, 7, 8, and 9 months, it will be obvious that a larger assortment of facts is still to be desired. To supply this desideratum is the object of the present essay.
As no single individual can hope to make a collection of facts so large as to supply all the data necessary to determine the real value of the static lung tests, I have thought that I might render some service to the science of forensic medicine by bringing together all' the facts which I could collect from domestic and foreign authorities. This has been a greater labour than I at first contemplated ; for, in addition to the task of reducing the foreign weights to our own standard, the subsequent arrangement of the facts themselves, preparatory to drawing conclusions from them, has occupied at least as much time as the subject is worth. As I have already stated, there is one observation on record ?which makes the weight of the lung in the male at 9 months so low as 293 grains. This observation belongs to the first column.
The following tables show the average weight of the lungs after different durations of respiration. resp. resp. resp. resp. resp. resp. resp. 1 day.
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